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As the Result of German Surrender President Truman Issued the Proclamation Calling the Nation for a Prayer.

From Washington, on Tuesday, May 8, in the morning the voice of the President of the United States Harry S. 
Truman spread around the world, officially declaring that on account the sacrifices of the soldiers and with the 
help of Almighty, the Allied armies defeated the Germans, who declared the last and unconditional capitulation.

This might seem like a great cause for joy, which unfortunately can’t be felt, and no wonder that instead of a 
manifestation, the President appointed Sunday, May 13, as the day of prayers.

Prayers, a sincere sigh to God, seeking his advice and help, and at the same time requests for perseverance – it is 
all we need today.

Especially for the Polish nation, a new road of martyrdom has opened, and the tortured nation has no strength to 
walk on it. True, the defeated Germans lie in disgrace in the dust today, this atrocious nation ended up ruthlessly, 
but it did not bring us freedom, the fear of poverty, persecution, fear of hunger, cold and abuse inflicted by the 
stronger ones did not stop hanging over our heads.

Some may say that I have no right to write like that on Victory Day, but I say to everyone that I do, if I have in 
my soul faith in God and in the equity and justice of the American people of whom I am a member.

And I will also say that I do not want to hide under the American Banner, where I am well and safe, when my 
fellow countrymen and other people I don’t even know have no shelter for their tortured bodies, nor for their 
thoughts, nor for their broken spirit.

On this very day, in this very problematic peace, I ask myself - if I have the right to acknowledge the crime of 
the other party if the first has been to surrender and is expected over the long years to accept the punishment for 
crimes committed...

But crime is always just a crime, no lawyer can ever whitewash it.

Today, when the Polish nation could look with greater faith into the future and get down to work on rebuilding 
the destroyed country - the second enemy is sitting on its back, and it has settled down with the power and 
considers itself a winner.

What’s going to happen?

This question must appear in the minds not only of Poles but also of other conquered and even unconquered 
nations. After all, nations declared war on Hitler’s hordes in the name of lofty and beautiful ideals, so necessary 
for the realization of ideals, what happened to them today? Are they buried? Can’t you even think about them? 
Don’t you prefer to feel hurt and talk about it?

Yes, it is not allowed in Europe yet, but probably allowed under the cover of the Star Banner.

Sad indeed is the day of partial victory (…)

Let us, however, forget about Europe, let us convince ourselves that we are Americans and the fate of old Europe 
does not concern us - then what? (…)



At the time of writing these words, my head still can’t contain it. I see, that victory does not lead to lasting peace 
yet, and indeed to none, that the world is still plunged in the darkness despite the blaring of sirens and the tolling 
of bells. Because of what should we rejoice from, if it is the bankruptcy of all slogans proclaimed so pompously? 
Maybe from this selfishness, that the fear of bombs falling on our own roofs and heads has finally disappeared?

Indeed, we need more prayers than ever before, that God might fill with understanding men in power, and give 
us strength to be patient and persevere, and not to succumb to evil forces.

Only in the future and in strong faith is our rescue and salvation, and for that we need prayers.

Let us therefore pray, asking the Almighty to inspire us with courage, nobility and not to let the highest feelings 
to be sold, trample on the most sacred rights and give them up for a mere comfort or a pot of lentils.


